
LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services

Section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act requires each local educational agency (LEA) that receives ARP ESSER funds to develop 
and make publicly available on the LEA’s website, no later than 30 days after receiving ARP ESSER funds, a plan for Safe 
Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services.  In New Mexico, districts and state-chartered charter schools 
are LEAs.

This is a federal requirement and is not the same as the past state requirement for LEAs to submit Reentry Plans.

Pursuant to ARP requirements, LEAs must post on their website a fully compliant Plan for Safe Return to In-person 
Instruction and Continuity of Services by September 30, 2022.

This is the template we are providing for you to complete the ARP ESSER Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and 
Continuity of Services.  The template incorporates the federally required components of this plan.

This template incorporates the federally required components of the LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services. Highlighted items reflect recent CDC changes.

PED hopes this template will allow LEAs to efficiently and effectively plan and to easily post their LEA Plan for Safe Return 
to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services on their websites as required by the ARP Act.

The LEA must regularly, but no less frequently than every six months (taking into consideration the 
timing of significant changes to CDC guidance on reopening schools), review and, as appropriate, 
revise its Plan for Safe Return to In-person Instruction and Continuity of Services through September 
30, 2023. 
Date of Revision 

District ID County LEA NAME

Below, please show how the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other staff, the 
extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, regarding the following safety 
recommendations established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html

LEA has Policy? Describe LEA PolicyCDC Safety Recommendations 

Masking (optional). At a high COVID-19 
community Level, universal indoor 
masking in schools and ECE programs is 
recommended.

Yes

No
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Yes

No

Modifying facilities to allow for 
physical distancing. 
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Handwashing and respiratory etiquette. 

Quarantine is determined by local 
school districts  and state charters using 
local COVID-19 Community Levels.

Diagnostic and screening tests can be 
considered by the LEA for students and 
staff engaged in  high-risk activities.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Efforts to provide vaccinations to 
school communities.

Yes

No
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Cleaning and disinfection; improving 
facilities, including improving ventilation 
systems.

No

Prevention Strategies (monitoring 
COVID-19 community levels)  

Appropriate accommodations for 
children with disabilities with respect 
to health and safety policies.

Yes

No



How will the LEA ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address students' academic 
needs and students' and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, which may include student 
health and food services?

How will the LEA address students’ 
academic needs?

How will the LEA address students’ 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
Needs?

How will the LEA address students' 
other needs (may include student 
health and food services)?

How will the LEA address staff's 
other needs?

How will the LEA address staff's 
social, emotional and mental 
health needs?
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Understandable and Uniform 
Format

Describe the process by which the LEA 
will, to the extent practicable, present 
the plan written in a language that 
parents can understand.  Or, if it is 
not practicable to provide written 
translations to a parent with limited 
English proficiency, describe the 
process for orally translating the plan 
for such parents.

Describe the process by which a 
parent who is an individual with a 
disability as defined by the ADA, will 
be provided a version of the plan in 
an alternative format accessible to 
that parent. 

Public Input

Describe the process used to seek public 
input, and how that input was taken into 
account in the 
revision of the plan.
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U.S. Department of Education Interim Final Rule (IFR) 

LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services

An LEA must describe in its plan under section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act for the safe return to in-
person instruction and continuity of services –
1. How it will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other staff and the 
extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each of the 
following safety recommendations established by the CDC:
(A) Universal and correct wearing of masks.
(B) Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding).
(C) Handwashing and respiratory etiquette.
(D) Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation.
(E) Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State, 
local, territorial, or Tribal health departments.
(F) Diagnostic and screening testing.
(G) Efforts to provide vaccinations to school communities.
(H) Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety 
policies.
(I) Coordination with State and local health officials.

2. How it will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address 
students’ academic needs and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, 
which may include student health and food services.

3. During the period of the ARP ESSER award established in section 2001(a) of the ARP Act, an 
LEA must
a. regularly, but no less frequently than every six months (taking into consideration the timing of 
significant changes to CDC guidance on reopening schools), review and, as appropriate, revise its plan 
for the safe return to in- person instruction and continuity of services.
b. In determining whether revisions are necessary, and in making any revisions, the LEA must seek 
public input and take such input into account.
c. If at the time the LEA revises its plan the CDC has updated its guidance on reopening schools, 
the revised plan must address the extent to which the LEA has adopted policies, and describe any such 
policies, for each of the updated safety recommendations.

4. If an LEA developed a plan prior to enactment of the ARP Act that meets the statutory 
requirements of section 2001(i)(1) and (2) of the ARP Act but does not address all the requirements in 
paragraph (a), the LEA must, pursuant to paragraph (b), revise and post its plan no later than six 
months after receiving its ARP ESSER funds to meet the requirements in paragraph (a).

5. An LEA’s plan under section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act for the safe return to in-person 
instruction and continuity of services must be—
a. In an understandable and uniform format;



b. To the extent practicable, written in a language that parents can understand or, if it is not 
practicable to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, be orally 
translated for such parent; and
c. Upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA, 
provided in an alternative format accessible to that parent.

The IFR and ARP statute, along with other helpful resources, are located here: 

April 2021 IFR:  https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf

ARP Act text:  https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-117hr1319enr.pdf

ED COVID-19 Handbook Volume I:  https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf

ED COVID-19 Handbook Volume II:  https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/
reopening-2.pdf

ESEA Evidence-Based Guidance:  https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf

ED FAQs for ESSER and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER):  https://oese.ed.gov/
files/2021/05/
ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b 
18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf
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ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Traditional Learning Model

● The district will continue full in-person learning for the 
2022-2023 school year

● Regular School Hours
● Face to Face Instruction

For the 2022-23 School year, Zuni Public Schools will continue a 
traditional instructional model to ensure that every student receives 
a quality education. Each district site has prepared themselves for 
this model, but we recognize that adjustments may be necessary. 



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023

Our Commitments

Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Safety
Keeping students and staff as physically safe 
and emotionally healthy as possible.

Respect
Respect everyone's space.  Some may be 
nervous during these times.  Please refrain 
from making derogatory comments about or 
to others

Communication
Communicating consistently, clearly and 
concisely with staff, families, and community 
partners. 

Adaptability
Ensuring flexibility to meet the social, 
emotional, and learning needs of all 
students, while maintaining a quality 
education.

Education 
Provide an outstanding education for 
students to be successful in college or career



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

DECISIONS FOR SCHOOL CLOSINGS:
● Will be determined on a case-by-case basis
● School sites will be ready to go to remote learning, only if 

absolutely necessary
● Both community and school infection rates still will be 

monitored
● The final determination will be based on a balance of the safety 

of students and staff and ability to provide equitable access to 
education for all students



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

In-Person Protocols (students)
● Masks will be worn by students and staff as long as required by 

the Pueblo of Zuni (POZ)
● Students still should actively transition from class to class 

during passing periods
● Classrooms will be cleaned daily and disinfected weekly
● School site COVID testing is available, as needed
● Hand Sanitizer will be available in all classrooms and at 

hallway stations



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

General Guidelines

● STAY AT HOME WHEN SICK, except to receive medical care
● Wash your hands frequently with soap and water
● Use hand sanitizers located throughout building
● Maximize the use of outdoor seating areas and social 

distancing as required by PED for any group activities, when 
possible.

● Wearing masks indoors per requirements of the Pueblo of Zuni.

*These protocols and guidelines are subject to change. We will communicate updates 
through our social media and other means.



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Safety Protocols
● Any student exhibiting a temperature of 100.4°F or more will 

be evaluated by the nurse’s assistant 
● Student exhibiting a fever or other COVID19 symptoms will 

stay at  the health office until a parent/guardian arrives to 
pick them up. 

● Eligible students will be encouraged to receive COVID 
vaccinations and boosters.

● ZPSD will host vaccination and booster clinics when 
feasible.

● COVID testing is available as needed.



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Safety and Comfort
● Students, teachers, and support staff will be required to 

wear proper face coverings at all times while in the school 
building per POZ requirements

● Hand washing/sanitizing will occur throughout the day
● Every classroom will have an air purification machine 
● Assigned student seating is recommended



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Cleaning and Sanitizing Protocols
● All ZPSD classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned at the end 

of each school day
● Restrooms will be cleaned frequently throughout the day
● High contact/traffic areas (i.e. door handles, rails, etc.) will 

be disinfected throughout the day
● To aid in sanitizing and deep cleaning of spaces, every 

school has been provided with electrostatic Clorox 360 
sprayers

● School buses will also be wiped down and cleaned between 
AM & PM routes.



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Accessing all ZPSD Campuses

● Any visitor entering the building:
○ must complete a temperature check
○ must wear proper face mask equipment
○ must proceed directly to the main office 
○ may be asked to wait outside if office capacity is exceeded



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Behavior/Academic Points of Emphasis

● Expectations
○ Mask must always be properly worn per POZ mask mandate 
○ Students will be courteous, respectful and patient with peers and 

staff in the hallways
○ Extra-curricular activities will follow NMAA guidelines



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Behavior/Academic Points of Emphasis
● WEARING OF MASKS AS REQUIRED BY POZ

○ All students and staff are expected to wear masks
○ Students will be reminded, if needed, to wear masks correctly and to 

have the masks on, if removed
○ If needed, parents will be contacted to provide additional support for 

students to wear masks or students will be placed on behavior 
contracts, when necessary

○ Students with disabilities will receive additional instruction and 
reinforcement on appropriate wearing of masks

○ As a last resort, a student who blatantly refuses to wear a mask or 
refuses to wear a mask in the appropriate manner may be 
temporarily placed in alternative learning until an agreement is 
reached with the student and parents to bring the student back with 
the needed behaviors being exhibited while on campus



PSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Attendance
● All teachers will take attendance via PowerSchool daily for 

elementary students and at the beginning of each period for 
middle and high school students.

● Regular attendance is expected (unless sick or showing 
symptoms, or a doctors appointment).

● Be on time.
● If student is absent, a parent must notify the office.
● Communicate, communicate, communicate.



Operations: Healthy Environments 

        ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Health Screening
● Self-screening process for students and staff prior to entering school buildings.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
● Maintain daily and weekly protocols.

Communal Spaces
● Avoid overcrowding
● Increased cleaning protocols

Hand Hygiene
● Teach and reinforce



Operations: Day to Day 

ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Entrances and Exits
● Regulate access and directional flow

Face Coverings
● Required for all students and staff
● Will monitor pending further guidance from POZ

Field Trips & Gatherings 
● Monitor conditions before final approval for trips 

and any large school events
● Work closely with POZ



Operations: Transportation 

ZPSD Schools 2022-2023Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Bus Capacity 
● Seating arrangements that best reflect current 

distance guidelines relative to POZ 
recommendations

● Face coverings will be required for students riding 
the bus per POZ requirements

Health and Safety 
● Maintain daily and weekly cleaning protocols

Students with Special Needs
● Individual Educational Plans (IEP) -accomodations 

with a commitment to finding solutions for all 
families 

Self-Transport
● ZPSD will inquire regarding families planning to 

self-transport to increase accuracy of routes and 
staffing

Drop Off/Pick Up Zones
● Bus and parent drop off and pick up zones may 

need to be modified to accommodate changes 



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023

Instructional Model: Special Education 

Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

Environments
● Individual Educational Plans (IEP) 

accomodations with a commitment to finding 
solutions for all families 

Case Loads
● Transition meetings were held at the end of 

the 2022 school year to determine case loads

Resources
● May require additional resources to support 

learning needs of students

Communication
● Ongoing and systematic communication to 

staff and families 



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023

Extra-Curricular Activities

Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

NMAA Guidance
● Rely on and implement guidance from 

NMAA and POZ to safely hold athletic 
practices, competitions, and events as 
allowable

Clubs and Activities 
● Clubs and activities will take place with 

safety measures in place

Communication
● Ongoing and systemic communication to 

participants and advisors

Climate and Culture
● Activities and events may be postponed or 

adjusted to meet health guidelines and/or 
current conditions in schools or the 
community 



ZPSD Schools 2022-2023

Communications

Updates, Feedback, 

and Engagement

Zuni Public School District

COVID PROTOCOLS

ZPSD Website
● Visit the ZPSD website for current updates at www.zpsd.org

 

Email and Text Messages 
● Families will receive email, text, and voice messages from the SchoolMessenger alert system, as 

well as information being posted on District Social Media sites.

http://www.zpsd.org
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	Date of Revision: 08/01/2022
	Text6: 089
	County: McKinley
	LEA Name: Zuni Public Schools
	LEA Policy: We are following the requirements of the Pueblo of Zuni which is to require indoor mask wearing in all facilities.
	Yes: Yes
	No: Off
	Facilities: When possible, social distancing is still practiced in school facilities.
	Check Box20: Yes
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box22: Yes
	Check Box23: Off
	Check Box24: Off
	Check Box25: Yes
	Check Box26: Off
	Check Box27: Off
	Check Box28: Yes
	Check Box29: Yes
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Yes
	Check Box33: Yes
	Handwashisng: COVID safe practices are still in effect.
	Quarantine: We keep in contact with our local health organization so that we are aware of COVID levels within the community and school.  We adjust school activities accordingly with respect to social distancing and limits on attendance or will move to having events via Zoom, if needed.
	Testing: We have trained health staff who can administer COVID testing as needed.  
	Vaccinations: We work with IHS to provide onsite vaccination clinics.
	Accomodations: Accommodations are provided on a case by case basis.
	Prevention: The district works closely with IHS and Tribal Emergency Management to obtain COVID community level information.
	Cleaning: COVID safe practices are still in effect.  Each classroom has an air filtration device.  The highest possible filters are used at each building.
	Check Box8: Off
	Other Needs: Each school site has at least one full-time Health Assistant, as well as access to the District nurse.  Breakfast and lunch are served at each school site.  As our district is under the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), all students receive these meals at no charge.  Students who participate in after-school activities at the elementary also have access to after-school snacks.
	Staff SE Needs: The district provides an Employee Assistance Program (EAP) for all staff members.  Each employee is entitled to access confidential counseling sessions at no charge.  There is a limit on the number of sessions.  Additional sessions are provided on a sliding-scale basis. 
	Other Staff Needs: Additional staff needs are addressed via the collective bargaining agreement or on a case-by-case basis.
	Academic Needs: Currently, all school sites provided full face-to-face instruction with compliance with local and CDC guidelines for COVID.  Supplemental services are provided as needed.  
	Social Emotional: Each school site has specific time built into the school day to address the SEL needs of students.  Counseling services also are provided as needed.
	Text9: Each school site has an open house; student-led conferences; and other activities to engage parental input.  The Federal programs department also hosts public hearings which provide another opportunity for public input.  At each regular school board meeting, public input is allowed by any individual who requests 30 minutes in advance of a board meeting.
	Text10: The primary language spoken other than English is Zuni.  Each school site has at a minimum  Zuni Language teachers and home school liaisons who are fluent.  These individuals are utlized to orally translate as needed.
	Text11: Per request, the document will be provided in an alternative format per the specific needs of the individual.


